
Date: 07 January 2021 
 
 
Dear Parents and Carers, 
 
I hope you are all safe and well at this difficult time and want to thank you all for your patience and 
understanding as we work as quickly as possible to provide your children with everything they need to 
continue their learning at home.  This letter contains an update on access to IT equipment and Free School 
Meals provision. 
 
I am aware that some of you are struggling to provide your children with access to a laptop, tablet or other 
electronic device for them to access the online learning and I wanted to let you know what we are trying to do 
to support you. 

We have obtained 40 pre-paid SIM cards courtesy of Vodafone, which we can provide to families without any 
access to other electronic devices with 90 days of free data.  These SIM cards will only allow access to the Internet 
and will not permit phone-calls or send text messages.  Owing to the limited number of SIM cards, we have to 
prioritise those families who are disadvantaged, without any access to IT equipment at all. 

Some of you have enquired about borrowing school devices and we are looking into making this a possibility for 
a small number of you.  If you have no other access to IT for your child and would be willing to agree to a loan 
agreement contract between yourselves and the school, which would mean you would be responsible for 
covering the cost of theft, loss or damage to the device while it is on loan to you, then please call the school 
office to make an enquiry.  You will be asked a series of questions that will enable us to prioritise the loan of 
devices to those in most need.  While we would like to provide equipment for all children, this will not be possible 
as we have a limited number of devices and the children in school also need to have access. 

If any families have no Internet access at all, we are trying to get hold of some home study books for you that 
we can provide as an alternative to online learning.  Again, these books have to limited to those families without 
Internet access rather than those families who just prefer using paper.  This time round, we do not have staffing 
capacity to provide printed versions of the online work. 

Those families entitled to free school meals will be provided with a hamper for the next two weeks.  The kitchen 
team have managed to order stock to ensure hampers are ready for collection on Friday.  The hampers will be 
in names bags and the office will send an email to families to let you know when they are ready.  Anyone self-
isolating or clinically vulnerable who is unable to collect their hamper, or anyone without transport should call 
the school office to let us know so that we can make arrangements for delivery. 

During these unprecedented times, I want to reassure you that we will do all we can to support your children 
and yourselves – we all hope that this lockdown will be successful in bringing the infection rate down, so that 
your children can return to their every day school lives.  Your support of us is invaluable and we hope to see you 
all again soon. 

Yours Sincerely 
Mrs K Matthams - Principal 


