
Frequently Asked Questions About COVID-Secure Arrangements at West Row Academy 

Is school fully open? 

Yes.  The school is open to all children in all year groups and has been since term started on 7/9/20 

What measures in place to ensure that the staff socially distance? 

• We have number of people limits on rooms. 

• Staff are timetabled to remain in their Family Phase Bubble. 

• As part of our risk assessment, we actively encourage staff to remain 2m apart from one another 
where possible and where this is not possible, 1m with extra precautions. 

What would you do if a  
o Parent told me they were tested positive?  We would tell them to follow the Government 

Guidance for Households with Possible or Confirmed Coronavirus (COVID-19) Infections:  
They must continue to self-isolate for at least 10 days from the onset of their symptoms.  
Other members of their household should continue to self-isolate for the full 14 days.   

o A child was tested positive?  We would tell the family that the child must isolate at home for 
a minimum of 10 days from the onset of symptoms.  The rest of the household would need 
to isolate for 14 days.  We would contact Public Health England/Local Health Protection 
Team to notify them and they will complete a risk assessment and then provide us with 
guidance as to any further steps we need to take as a school.  PHE/LHPT will determine 
whether any contacts in the school need to isolate at home for 14 days (the contact’s wider 
household members will NOT need to isolate) 

o A member of staff tested positive?  As above. 

•                 Measures in place to protect children and staff – staggered start and finish times etc.? 

At West Row Academy, we have staggered start and end times for our Family Phase Groups: 

 

YEAR GROUP ARRIVAL TIME YEAR GROUP DEPARTURE TIME 

Year 5&6 8.30-8.40am Year 5&6 2.45-2.55pm 

Year 3&4 8.40-8.50am Year 3&4 2.55-3.05pm 

Year 1&2 8.50-9.00am Year 1&2 3.05-3.15pm 

Early Years 9.00-9.10am Early Years 3.15-3.25pm 

Academy staff strictly supervise the arrival and pick up to support social distancing for adults and pupils. 

At the start of the day, parents drop their child off at the school gate.   

Adults are directed as to when they can come on to the school grounds to collect their child at the end of  

day.  Staff wear masks to supervise drop off and pick up times. 

•                 Measures in place for handwashing? 

Each class has access to a sink, soap and hand sanitiser.  They have some designated hand washing slots 

set at regular intervals throughout the school day. 

 



•                Does the school have hand sanitiser which is at least 70% alcohol available? 

All hand sanitiser provided by the Academy has at least 70% alcohol in it. 

•                 Does the school have measures in place for additional cleaning? 

Yes.  There is a written schedule of when to do additional cleaning of desks and touch points  

Throughout the day. 

•                 Procedures in place for anyone showing symptoms - staff and pupils?  

Every staff member has a check-list of the procedures and it is also posted on the designated ‘COVID’  

Room. 

•                 Who wrote the risk assessments? How do we know that our risk assessments are robust? 

The Principal wrote the Academy’s risk assessment, following detailed guidance provided by the Local  

Authority and Academy Trust.  It has been quality assured by the Health and Safety Governor and the 

Board of Trustees. 

•                 Staff/ Union involvement in drawing up risk assessments? 

The Academy Trust sought involvement from the unions and the Academy Principal consulted staff on the  

Risk Assessment. 

•                 Is the risk assessment available to staff? 

The risk assessment has been shared with staff both electronically and on paper.  It has been talked  

through in a meeting and there are regular opportunities to feedback on any updates. 

•                 Risk assessments in place for individuals?  Where the trade unions involved?  Which ones?  

At present the Academy does not have any need for individual risk assessments for staff.  This situation is  

reviewed on a fortnightly basis as part of the regular reviewing of the Academy’s Risk Assessment. 

 

 


